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he Galaxy was a collec- 
tion of independent worlds 
living and trading peacefully. 
Earth held a prominent place 
because of its supplies of ficamite— 5 
the mineral that made faster than à 
light travel а reality. Most worlds”, í 
traded and bartered for ficamite, “s4 
but the Soma demanded more than 2 
N their share, and threatened to 

упре out те population of 
4 Earth unless their demands 
were met. 





















ISTEN ТО МЕ. WE ARE ALL AWARE OF AN ALTERNATIVE, Д) 
BUT WE ARE ALL TOO SCARED TO SUGGEST IT ? 
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KNOWN TO MANKIND... 
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FOR HIS JOURNEY, AND TO THE BEST OF OUR 
KNOWLEDGE, HE CONSTRUCTED THE FASTEST 
AND MOST DEVASTATINGLY POWERFUL VESSEL 





HE WAS EXILED FOR SMUGGLING. 
WE CANNOT FIGHT THE SOMA 
ALONE. IF WE WEREN'T SO PROUD, 
УМЕ WOULD SEND FOR THIS MAN. 


THE NEUTRON TELESCOPE WHICH 
WILL DEMONSTRATE WHAT THE 


FEW OF YOU WILL HAVE SEEN THIS BEFORE. 
۸5 THE EXILE WAS LEAVING, HE WAS 
ТКАСКЕО IN THE NORMAL WAY ВУ THE 
NEUTRON ‘SCOPES AT DURBAN... 





THE COUNCIL'S ATTENTION WAS RIVETED TO THE SCREEN AS BETA CONTINUED. 
T \ "ec > 


VA 


[[ WILL NOW WITNESS WHAT FA 
RT HAPPENED... ў د‎ ٢ 





OUTMANOEUVERED AND OUTGUNNED, THE WORST WAS NOT OVER FOR THE OUTLAWS, 


“ 
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1 2 nm 2 
v. 7 MERCILESSLY THE DREADFUL MAGNON BEAMS RAKED THE ВАК, 
з 2. WHITE-HOT BLINDING FIRE TORE AT THEM FROM WITHIN . . 


THE LAST PIRATE FLED. YOU HAVE SEEN WHAT AND WE NEED THE MAN 
THE MAGNON RAIDER CAN DO. EARTH IS IN 
SERIOUS JEOPARDY, WE NEED THAT 
MAGNON ВАШЕЙ... 








~ 
5 WE BANISHED HIM FOR SMUGGLIN 
~ ДЦС HOW CAN WE ASK HIM TO RETURN 
уул e 
и \ 


MAGNON RAIDER. WE HAVE NO CHOICE. ЈУ 
UNAIDED, WE ARE NO MATCH FOR THE Á] 


WE WILL DO AS YOU ASK. 
I'M SURE ZENOS WILL 
RETURN IF WE CAN FIND, 








NABRI AND JO ROARED AWAY FROM MOTHER EARTH—DESTINATION UNKNI 
2 .- > f 


BUT THE SOMA HAD SPOTTED THEM. 


А FEEBLE EARTHLING SHIP IS TRYING 
TO SLIP BY THE MIGHTY SOMA 
FORCES. 





THREE TINY SOMA FIGHTERS WHEELED AWAY FROM THE WARSHIP TO DESTROY THE OLD ZX40. 
у» 
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BUT NABRI HAD ANTICIPATED SUCH AN ATTACK, 
AND JO SAT ASTRIDE А SPACESCOOTER... 
READY AND WAITING. В 


E TOO SMALL FOR THEM 

JO. LET THEM GET РА! 

CLOSE, THEN GIVE IT TO THE: 
= 


y 





О AND THE SPACE-BIKE SWEPT IN FOR THE KILL. 


214 
7 105 SEARING MAGNON FIRE RIPPED THROUGH THE SOMA AS NABRI BLASTED THE LEADER. 


USELESS FOOLS. THEY DISGRACE THE 
SOMA FLEET. NAVIGATOR, WE WILL 


THEIR FORCE SHIELDS ARE OUT. ٣٢ 
М THERE'S GAPS AT CO-ORDINATES 19 
43.09 AND 78.02, FIRE AT THOSE п. 
IF YOU СЕТ А CHANCE, JO. ЛИК 1 





NOW WE'D BETTER RUN. OUR SHIELDS WON'T TAKE AUCH 
MORE OF THIS. — u aəƏICGCuC Ss 





16 
THE ZX40 SNAPPED INTO FULL ACCELERATION. 


FROM THE NOBLE SOMA WARSHIP. 
YOUR FEEBLE EFFORTS COULD LEAD 
TO THE TOTAL DESTRUCTION OF 
EARTH. ! ORDER YOU TO STOP. 


US FISH-FACE. @ 





THEY HAVE INSULTED THE NOBLE 
SOMA. І WILL PUNISH ТНЕМ BEFORE 


IT'S NO GOOD, JO. WE'LL HAVE TO 
SURRENDER. THE SHIELDS CAN'T TAKE ANY MORE. 
IF WE DON'T THEY'LL BLOW US OUT OF THE 
SPACEWAYS. 





JO AND NABRI WERE TRANSFERRED 
TO THE SOMA SHIP. 222734 


SHUT DOWN YOUR POWER. I'M 
SENDING MY GUARDS OVER. ANY ОМЕ HERE, YOU MISERABLE 
RESISTANCE WILL RESULT IN FURTHER WORMS. ! WANT YOU TO WATCH 
SUFFERING FOR YOU AND YOUR YOUR PITIFUL VESSEL DESTROYED. 
УР” ( HALF-WITTED FRIEND. GUNNER, CUT HER IN HALF... 





WILL BE LOCKED AWAY TO 
CONSIDER YOUR FATE. YOU WILL 
NOT DIE QUICKLY. TAKE THEM. 








1 


222 b 2. 
LB: 42 622777 24 
AN INTENSE JUDDERING SAVAGELY SHOOK THE SOMA WARSHIP. 


WHEN THE SHAKING STOPPED. 


THERE IS А VESSEL OUT 
THERE THAT DEMANDS YOUR 
RELEASE. IT IS A SUPERIOR 
"VESSELTO THIS ONE. WE 
HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO, 





(ДЕА І HAD NO IDEA EARTH 

WAS IN SUCH A FIX. 

I'VE BEEN TO THE FAR 
REACHES OF THE 

GALAXY AND IT WAS 


ONLY OUT OF‏ 22 وو 


= HOMESICKNESS THAT 
2» | CAME BACK AND 
2 5РОТТЕО THE OLD ZX 


Бо» 


You SS 


AMUNICATIONS 
BETWEEN ZENOS AND 
THE EARTH:COUNCIL 
WERE RESTORED. 


WE ARE GRATEFUL THAT 
YOU ARE TO HELP US, 
ZENOS. OUR COMPUTERS 
ARE AT YOUR DISPOSAL. 
EVERYTHING WE KNOW 
ABOUT THE SOMA IS THERE. 

== 


PLL LINK IN MY COMPUTER 
AND WE'LLTAKE IT FROM 





HIS TWO COMPANIONS: ٢ Y 


+ «+ AND THAT'S THE COMPUTER. 
IT OBEYS THE SPOKEN WORD, BUT 
DON'T TRY TO BEAT IT AT 
CHESS—I CAN'T EVEN WIN 
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WHILE THE COMPUTER WAS ABSORBING THE DETAILS A ЭХ M. له‎ 
OF THE SOMA, ZENOS EXPLAINED THE 6 US SU 
3 Z 
T چک‎ 


...ТНЕМАОМОМ 
BANKS ARE FULLY 
CHARGED. ENOUGH TO 
KEEP US GOING FOR 
YEARS, AND THE 
COMPUTER CAN 

4 HANDLE TACTICS AS 


DANGER! DANGER! TWO CRAFT ЕЭ 

APPROACHING. SECTOR 9 AND 
CLOSING. SCREENS OUT. 

WEAPONRY ON STAND BY... 





SOMA! | THINK THEY MEAN BUSINESS. 
HOLD YOUR FIRE, COMPUTER. LET'S SEE WHAT 
THEY HAVE TO SAY. KEEP THOSE SCREENS ON ДА 


THERE IS NO ESCAPE. OUR 
NOBLE FLEET IS ON THE 
WAY. SURRENDER 
IMMEDIATELY OR WE WILL 
DESTROY YOU. 





'ANGER! DANGER! EIGHT VESSELS APPROACHING SECTOR 
14 AND CLOSING. SAME READING AS CURRENT TARGE 
с л 





DB ZINU 


А THIS IS SOMA FLEET 
COMMAND—SURRENDER OR PERISH. 
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ТНЕЎ ВЕ SHOOTING LIKE МАОМЕМ 
AND HIT ONE OF THEIR OWN VESS! 


COMPUTER. LIGHT FACTOR 2. MAKE A GALATIC CIRCLE 
AND BRING US BACK TO THE DARK SIDE OF THE EARTH. 


WE'LL LEAVE HER IN 
ORBIT. AS (ОМО AS 
SHE'S INTHE SHADOW 
ТНЕ SOMA CANT PICK 


с DOWN? 
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WE RENDEVOUS AT BASE 
5L JUST NORTH OF DURBAN. 


THÉ DEFENCE COMMAND BUILDING HADN'T CHANGED IN 

THE TEN LAPTONES SINCE ZENOS HAD BEEN IN EXILE. 

2 k i 
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TO THE GUARDS AT 
THE MOMENT. 





7 т] 
Й, ЖА, WERE EXPECTING US ZENOS. 


HELLO, COMMANDER WATTS. I NEED 
SOME INFORMATION BUT І DON'T WANT 


WE WERE ATTACKED BY THE SOMA 
OUT THERE. І NEED TOKNOW HOW 
ТНЕЎ GOT HELP SO QUICKLY AND 
HOW THEY МАМАСЕ SUCH 
EFFICIENT OBSERVATION. 








AS І UNDERSTAND IT, THERE IS А HUGE 
ELECTRONIC BRAIN SOMEWHERE BENEATH THE 
PLANET SOMA... 


‚+. MUCH MORE SOPHISTICATED DO WE HAVE A DEFINITE 
THAN ANYTHING WE'VE GOT. SOME LOCATION FOR THIS BRAIN. 
SAY IT CONTROLS THE SOMA 
THEMSELVES. 





FAST AS YOU CAN... ALARM 
INTRUDERS APPROACHING THE 


Pl ES Š 
ZENOS' AUTOALARM SUDDENLY АСПУАТЕО. 


д 

1 DON'T KNOWHOW 
THEY FOUND HER. THE 
BUGS ARE TOO SMALL 


~“. SO 
ОАКЕО TO THE MAGNON RAIDER. 





RUN FOR COVER BEHIND 
THE МАОМОМ RAIDER. 
COMPUTER, ALL 
GUNS—HIT THAT 


A 


THE FIRE FROM THE SCOUT CRAFTS’ МЕСАСАММОМ 
SEVERELY DAMAGED THE SOMA WARSHIP. 





SOMA І5 ABOUT A LAPTONE 

AWAY IN A CONVENTIONAL 

CRAFT, BUT WE HAVE UP TO 
LIGHT FACTOR THREE. IT < 


NOT VERY MUCH LATER. 
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COMPUTER! І NEED THE MOST LIKELY 
LOCATION FOR А MASSIVE ELECTRON 
SCAN FOR SIGNALS. THERE 
SHOULD BE PLENTY: 











Е $ Y, 
ГУ. A 
MULTI READINGS. SIGNALS EMITTING FROM ALL POINTS OF 
THE SURFACE. TRANSMISSION MUST BE FROM WITHIN. MOST 
А LIKELY IMMEDIATELY BELOW THE MAIN CITY OF AMOS. РР 


І WONDER WHAT WOULD Ñ на 
НАРРЕМ IF WE BURST THOSE : 
y BUBBLES? 5 шэг 
- 5 х 
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й um fer 
WE'D HAVE THE WHOLE ЙА 
FLEET AFTER US. ^ 


DANGER! DANGER! VESSELS, SECTOR 19 AND 
CLOSING. CAN DETECT EXTERNAL SCANNING. 





CAN WE OUTRUN ТНЕМ? 


d >: Ў 





А MICROMAG SHIELD WAS A SCREEN ОЕ 
NEGATIVELY CHARGED MICRO ATOMS THAT 


Ag а 


У ~ 





Ч Б, г: 
THE FIRST TWO SOMA WARSHIPS FELT THE AWESOME EFFECTS. У ДЭЙ № ~ 


SURROUNDED BY IDIOTS? W 
ACCELERATE, MAXIMUM. ДЕ 


MA 


A 


> 
پا‎ (COMPUTER! ABOUT TURN. HALF LIGHT 
М FACTOR. ОРЕМ FIRE ALL GUNS. 
qi 27-27 
Mi b "x 


М 
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THE МАСМОМ RAIDER TURNED 


AND RAINED FIRE AND 


DESTRUCTION ON THE SOMA 


Pd 


THAT WILL DO FOR NOW, COMPUTER. TAKE US 
OUT BEHIND ONE OF SOMA'S MOONS. 





AS THE MOON SLOWLY ORBITED, THE COMPUTER SCANNED EVERY INCH OF SOMA'S SURFACE. 


NS 


IT'LL BE DARK DOWN THERE SOON. THE 
PEOPLE OF SOMA DISLIKE THE DARK— 
WE'LL GO DOWN THEN. 


e 

BEN 

: 
AR 


НЕ SENSES DANGEI 3 





HIS INSTINCT WARNS НИМ 
OF DANGER, BUT НЕ САМТ À 

FIGURE OUT WHAT. ~ STAND-BY.IF ANYTHING № 

APPROACHES THE MAGNON RAIDER 

OTHER THAN OURSELVES, DESTROY 





AS THEY PREPARED TO LAND, 


UNSEEN EYES WERE 
WATCHING ТНЕМ. 





VISITORS! HOLD IT, JO. IF THEY'D WANTED АР 
FIGHT THEY CO! 


WE ARE THE 
¿L OUTCASTS. 





M 


ба WERE Д GOVERNMENT OF SOMA FOR 
MANY YEARS BEFORE ` THE BRAIN ' WAS BUILT. р 


ће WE WANTED TO LIVE ІМ PEACE WITH OUR 42 
44 NEIGHBOURS, BUT OUR WARRIOR CHIEF WOULD jd 


T ONLY LISTEN TO THE ' BRAIN '. 782726 


IT HAS POWER OVER HIM. WE TRIED 
TO STOP IT BUT THE ' BRAIN ^ 
ADVISED OUR LEADER THAT HE MUST 
BANISH US TO THIS WILDERNESS 
AND PURSUE A COURSE OF WAR. 





AS THE WAR CHIEF HAS SWORN TO à % + 7 
И де YOU KNOW WHERE 
THE ` BRAIN 


KILL ALL EARTHLINGS, YOU MUST 


ON THIS SIDE OF THE CITY IS AN AIR DUCT WHICH 
FEEDS THE ` BRAIN ' CHAMBER. THERE ARE NO 
\ FILTERS, AS OUR AIR IS PURE. THAT IS THE ONLY 





IT IS A MACHINE OF 
VENGETANI 





E'LL TAKE OUT THE 
ІСК CLOSE. 


THE TANK'S DEADLY FIRE CAME CLOSER. 
V 





THE SPACE BUGS' MEGA-CANNON CHOPPED 
SAVAGELY THROUGH THE ARMOUR PLATE. 


y THAT'S HIM OUT OF THE WAY. I'M. GOING FOR 
THAT VENT SHAFT, NABRI. YOU FOLLOW ME IN. 
JO, YOU HANG AROUND OUTSIDE AND КЕЕРЈ 
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THERE'S THE 
END, NABRI. 





ON THE SURFACE, ZENOS' SOMA ALLIES WERE FIGHTING, DESPERATELY. 
و‎ Ку x 7 2 





(MORE SOMA. GRAB A BLASTER ) 
AND HOLD THEM OFF, NABRI. 
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THE TRIO LANDED AND PUZZLED OVER THE MYSTERY OF THE BRAIN: 
7 : M сак 








IANS 
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ALL THAT STUFF DOWN 
THERE WAS MERELY А 


<< 
55 
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Die oF 
WITH THE BRAIN HIDDEN IÑ 
THE MOON, THE POWER OF 
SOMA WAS CHANNELLED 
INTO TRANSMITTING THE 
INSTRUCTIONS ACROSS THE 
GALAXY. 


ALREADY THE SOMA TANKS WERE НОМІМС IN. 





60 
ZENOS RACED FOR THE МАСМОМ RAIDER. 


一 


£f at (3 
4 TRY AND HOLD THEM دا‎ 
x (EOR AS LONG AS YOU CAN. 


AS THE BATTLE RAGED, ZENOS 
ATTACKED THE SOMA WARCRAFT. 





SUDDENLY. 


| DON'T WORRY L., 
NABRI, HERE | COME. )* 
Ум 


HURRY, ZENOS. САМТ HOLD 
> THEM MUCH LONGER. b 

MEGACANNON RUNNING 
р OUT. y 4 





62 
THE OPPOSITION WAS WIPED OUT IN AN INSTANT. 
از‎ А - Br ^» 5 


COMPUTER. ARE YOU d 
GETTING ANYTHING? 
. 


тұ 


IF THERE IS ONLY А SINGLE SIGNAL, WE'D, 
NOTHING FORMS HAVE TO PASS VERY CLOSE TO IT TO. 





COMPUTER. I'M GOING TO MAKE А SWEEP. І 
WANT TWO NEUTRON BOMBS DROPPED AS WE 
PASS. BUT І WANT THEM TO GO IN SLOWLY. ГМ 

GOING TO BLAST A HOLE IN THE SURFACE, FIRST. 


THOSE BOMBS SHOULD DROP RIGHT INTO THAT 
НОГЕ... OK, COMPUTER. GET US OUT OF HERE. 


Ç ` 
THE FEARSOME BOMBS SLOWLY APPROACHED 
THE YAWNING НОГЕ BURNT OUT BY THE МАСМОМ RAIDER. 





THE BOMBS EXPLODED CAUSING AN ENORMOUS 


THE FIRE FROM THE MAGNUM RAIDER 
POURED INTO THE CRACKING MOON, 
AND SPLIT IT ASSUNDER. 8 





LATER, BACK ON SOMA. 


NOW THE LEADER HERE. 


| WILL SEND A MESSAGE BACK TO EARTH 
SO THAT MY PEOPLE CAN MAKE THE 
PROPER ARRANGEMENTS. 





66 
ZENQS THE BANISHED RETURNED TO HIS NATIVE EARTH AFTER 


YEARS ALONE IN SPACE. =, 
ЫГ, Bf 


% 


271 


Ч 


Printed and Published in Greot Britain by D.C. THOMSON 8 СО. LTD., 
185 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HS. (€ D.C. THOMSON & CO. LTD., 1980. 





DONT MISS THIS MONTH'S 
_ OTHER ACTION-PACKED 
_ADVENTURE 








ESPARTA 


IN THE CONQUEST 
OF SPACE ( 16 J 















The Russians were extremely keen to get bock into the 
space race. They decided ٥١ launch a converted 
one-seater Vostok capsule. Оп 12th October, 1964, 
Voshkod 1, containing three men, without spacesuits, 
Vladimir Komarov, Konstantin Fesktistov and Boris 
Yegerov, made 17 orbits of Earth and landed safely. 


